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(1) A MAP Participant may, within 60
days of the date of the compliance re-
port or written notice from CCC, sub-
mit a written response to CCC appeal-
ing the report or notice. CCC, at its
discretion, may extend the period for
response.

(2) After review of the Participant’s
response, CCC shall determine whether
the Participant owes any funds to CCC
and will inform the Participant in
writing of the basis for the determina-
tion. CCC will initiate action to collect
such amount by providing the Partici-
pant a written demand for payment of
the debt pursuant to Debt Settlement
Policies and Procedures, 7 CFR part
1403.

(3) Within 30 days of the date of the
determination, the Participant may re-
quest in writing that CCC reconsider
the determination and shall submit in
writing the basis for such reconsider-
ation. The Participant may also re-
quest a hearing.

(4) If the Participant requests a hear-
ing, CCC will set a date and time for
the hearing. The hearing will be an in-
formal proceeding. A transcript will
not ordinarily be prepared unless the
Participant bears the cost of a tran-
script; however, CCC may in its discre-
tion have a transcript prepared at
CCC’s expense.

(5) CCC will base its final determina-
tion upon information contained in the
administrative record. The Participant
must exhaust all administrative rem-
edies contained in this section before
pursuing judicial review of a deter-
mination by CCC.

§1485.25 Failure to make required
contribution.

A MAP Participant’s required con-
tribution will be specified in the ap-
proval letter. If the MAP Participant’s
required contribution is specified as a
dollar amount and the MAP Partici-
pant does not make the required con-
tribution, the MAP Participant shall
pay to CCC in dollars the difference be-
tween the amount actually contributed
and the amount specified in the ap-
proval letter. If the MAP Participant’s
required contribution is specified as a
percentage of the total amount reim-
bursed by CCC, the MAP Participant
may either return to CCC the amount
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of funds reimbursed by CCC to increase
its actual contribution percentage to
the required level or pay to CCC in dol-
lars the difference between the amount
actually contributed and the amount of
funds necessary to increase its actual
contribution percentage to the re-
quired level. A MAP Participant shall
remit such payment within six months
after the end of its program year. The
MAP Participant shall make such pay-
ment in U.S. dollars, unless otherwise
approved in advance by CCC.

§1485.26 Submissions.

For all permissible methods of deliv-
ery, submissions required by this sub-
part shall be deemed submitted as of
the date received by CCC.

§1485.27 Disclosure of program infor-
mation.

(a) Documents submitted to CCC by
MAP Participants are subject to the
provisions of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, 7 CFR
part 1, subpart A—Official Records, and
specifically 7 CFR 1.12, Handling Infor-
mation from a Private Business.

(b) Any research conducted by a MAP
Participant pursuant to a MAP pro-
gram agreement and/or approval letter
shall be subject to the provisions relat-
ing to intangible property in the appli-
cable parts of this title (e.g., 7 CFR
Parts 3015, 3016, and 3019).

§1485.28 Ethical conduct.

(a) A MAP Participant shall conduct
its business in accordance with the
laws and regulations of the country in
which an activity is carried out and in
accordance with applicable U.S. Fed-
eral, state and local laws, and regula-
tions. A MAP Participant shall con-
duct its business in the United States
in accordance with applicable Federal,
state and local laws and regulations.
All MAP Participants must comply
with the regulations in the applicable
parts of this title (e.g., 7 CFR Parts
1485, 3015, 3016, 3018, 3021, 3019, and 3052).

(b) Except for a U.S. agricultural co-
operative or a U.S. for-profit entity,
neither a MAP Participant nor its af-
filiates shall make export sales of U.S.
agricultural commodities and products
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covered under the terms of the applica-
ble MAP agreement. Nor shall such en-
tities charge a fee for facilitating an
export sale. A MAP Participant may,
however, collect check-off funds and
membership fees that are required for
membership in the MAP Participant.
For the purposes of this paragraph,
“affiliate’” means any partnership, as-
sociation, company, corporation, trust,
or any other such party in which the
Participant has an investment other
than in a mutual fund.

(c) A MAP Participant shall not limit
participation in its MAP activities to
members of its organization. Partici-
pants shall ensure that their MAP-
funded programs and activities are
open to all otherwise qualified individ-
uals and entities on an equal basis and
without regard to any non-merit fac-
tors. The MAP Participant shall pub-
licize its program and make participa-
tion possible for commercial entities
throughout the relevant commodity
sector or, in the case of SRTGs,
throughout the corresponding region.
This includes providing to such com-
mercial entities, upon request, a copy
of any document in its possession or
control containing market information
developed and produced under the
terms of its MAP agreement. The Par-
ticipant may charge a fee not to exceed
the costs for assembling, duplicating
and distributing the materials. This
paragraph does not apply to U.S. agri-
cultural cooperatives when imple-
menting their own brand program.

(d) A MAP Participant shall select
U.S. agricultural industry representa-
tives to participate in generic MAP ac-
tivities such as trade teams, sales
teams, and trade fairs based on criteria
that ensure participation on an equi-
table basis by a broad cross section of
the U.S. industry. If requested by CCC,
a MAP Participant shall submit such
selection criteria to CCC for approval.

(e) All MAP Participants should en-
deavor to ensure fair and accurate fact-
based advertising. Deceptive or mis-
leading promotions may result in can-
cellation or termination of a Partici-
pant’s MAP agreement and the recov-
ery of CCC funds related to such pro-
motions from the Participant.

(f) The MAP Participant must report
any actions or circumstances that may

§1485.29

have a bearing on the propriety of its
MAP program to the appropriate At-
taché/Counselor, and its U.S. office
shall report such actions or cir-
cumstances in writing to CCC.

§1485.29 Contracting procedures.

(a) Neither CCC nor any other agency
of the U.S. Government nor any official
or employee of CCC, FAS, USDA, or
the U.S. Government has any obliga-
tion or responsibility with respect to
MAP Participant contracts with third
parties.

(b) A MAP Participant shall comply
with the procurement standards set
forth below and in the applicable parts
of this title when procuring goods and
services and when engaging in con-
struction to implement program agree-
ments (e.g., 7T CFR Parts 3015, 3016, and
3019). For purposes of this subpart, the
“‘small purchase threshold’ referenced
in 7 CFR part 3019 is the ‘‘simplified ac-
quisition threshold” established by 41
U.S.C. 134.

(c) Each MAP Participant shall es-
tablish contracting procedures for con-
tracts that are funded, in whole or in
part, with MAP funds that are open,
fair, and competitive.

(d) Each MAP Participant shall sub-
mit to CCC, for CCC approval, written
contracting guidelines for contracts
that are funded, in whole or in part,
with MAP funds. CCC will notify all
new and existing MAP Participants in
writing in each Participant’s annual
approval letter and through the FAS
web site as to applicable submission
dates for and dates for approvals of
contracting guidelines. CCC’s approval
of such contracting guidelines will re-
main in place until CCC retracts its ap-
proval in writing, or until new guide-
lines are approved that supersede
them. Once approved by CCC, these
contracting guidelines shall govern all
of a Participant’s MAP-funded con-
tracting involving contracts with an
annual value of $35,000 or more. CCC
may determine a different minimum
value and announce that minimum
value in writing to all MAP Partici-
pants via a MAP notice issued on the
FAS Web site. The guidelines shall in-
dicate the method for evaluating pro-
posals received for all contract com-
petitions, the method for monitoring
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